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J

ORDER
GRANTING
CONFIDENTIALITY

ThismattercomesbeforethePublicServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina(the

Commission)on therequestfrom CarolinaPower& Light Company(CP&L) for

confidentialtreatmentof certainavoidedcostdatathatit is requiredto file with this

Commissionat leasteverytwo yearspursuantto PURPA(thePublicUtility Regulatory

PoliciesAct of 1978).

CP&L statesthat,pursuantto CommissionRegulation103-804(Y)(2),the

Commissionshouldfind thefiled information(exceptfor CP&L's 1997ResourcePlan)

not to bea"public record,"andshouldtherefore,protectit from publicdisclosure.This

informationdisclosesCP&L's estimatedcostto procureadditionalenergyand/or

capacityaswell astheactualcostof newcapacity/energyto beprocuredthroughCP&L's

competitivebiddingprocessandthroughtheconstructionof new CP&L owned

generation.Thewholesalepowermarketis extremelycompetitive,accordingto CP&L,

andin orderfor CP&L to obtainthemostcosteffectiveenergyandcapacitynecessaryto

meettheneedsof its customers,it mustprotectfrom publicdisclosureits projectedand
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actualincrementalcoststo procuresuchenergyand/orcapacity.CP&L statesthatif this

informationwaspublicly available,potentialsupplierswouldknowthepriceagainst

which theymustbid and,ratherthanbiddingthelowestpricepossible,theywould simply

bid aprice low enoughto beatCP&L's projections.

Wehaveexaminedthismatter,andagreewith CP&L's statedreasoningfor

wantingto keepthematerialconfidential.We dobelievethatbecauseof theextremely

competitivenatureof thewholesalepowermarketasstated,thatwe shoulddeclarethe

filed material(exceptfor CP&L's 1997ResourcePlan)not to bea"public record"under'

CommissionRegulation103-804(Y)(2),andtherefore,confidential.

This Ordershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

Acti_ng-__ExecufitzeDi_reclor__
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